
Joyful Noise

Knowing Christ and Making Him Known

NOVEMBER 2024

A Message from Your Pastor...
Greetings and blessings to my brothers and sisters in Christ,

Is democracy in the Bible?

I have sometimes used the quip that the only example of 
democracy in the Bible is the crowd chanting “Crucify him!” 
While it certainly has a bit of dark humor to it, I thought it was 
true.  The governments in the Bible tend to be kings, prophets, 
judges, or invaders. After all, there aren’t any other examples I 
can think of people voting for a ruler.  However, I came across 
Luther’s comments on Deuteronomy Chapter 1, and the chapter 
showed me that I wasn’t quite correct.

In Deuteronomy 1, Moses is retelling a problem he had years 
ago. He was the leader of the nation of Israel. Moses had a duty, 
or so Moses thought, to hear the disputes of all the people in 
the nation.   He would spend all day listening to everyone’s 
debates and exhaust himself. In Exodus 18 we have his Father-
in-Law, Jethro, telling him to delegate.  Lesser matters could be 
handled by other qualified men. Israel did not need the prophet 
of God to settle small disputes about cattle. Jethro urged him to 
appoint leaders from among the tribes to help in governing the 
people of God.  When Moses recalls this event for the people 
in Deuteronomy, he explains how the elders were chosen. The 
people of the tribes chose them as Moses says in 1:13, “Choose 
for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men, and 
I will appoint them as your heads.”   The tribes would decide 
who among them would represent and lead them.

Regarding this passage from Deuteronomy Luther wrote, “Here 
you see that government should be elected by the votes of the 
people.  Reason also dictates this… For to force a government 
upon a people against its will is perilous and pernicious.” 

(Quoted from What Luther Says by John Plass) What a 
curious thing for Luther to say!  Luther lived in an empire, 
the Holy Roman Empire, which was ruled by a hereditary 
ruler.  He lived in Saxony which had a Duke who was also 
a hereditary ruler.   However, there were cities in the days 
of Luther who elected their leaders to run their cities.  The 
idea of choosing one’s leaders was not unheard of in his 
day. Luther understood, however, the evils of tyrants who 
forced their wills on others. 

Moses was not an elected leader.  He was God’s appointed 
leader.   The only one who voted for him was God.   
Moses wouldn’t have even voted for himself to lead the 
nation.   However, we see that in the matter of day-to-day 
governance and deciding of disputes the leadership in the 
tribe fell among the people. They recognized who among 
them should lead. 

We as Christians in the United States do not have prophets 
appointed by God or rulers who inherit their kingdoms from 
birth.  We have the opportunity to choose governments by 
a majority vote at both the local and national levels. This 
is indeed a rare privilege in the history of nations to have 
suffrage for all citizens.   Do we use the privilege of the 
power of our vote?

I am sometimes shocked at how few Christians vote.   A 
report from Dr. George Barna released on October 7, 2024, 
about the upcoming election estimates that almost 65 
million Christians will not vote. That is about 48% of the 
Christian vote of this country.   Maybe one of the reasons 
Christians feel that they are not well represented in the 
political system is the lack of participation in the selection 
of our leaders.  

...continued on back



School NEWS
FINDING STRENGTH IN GOD’S PLAN - This 
morning, I was skimming through “thinking 
about you” cards made by our students, which 
we are sending to North Carolina to offer hope 
and encouragement to those impacted by 
Hurricane Helene. Among the cards, I found the 
verse: “But they who wait for the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they 
shall walk and not faint”  (Isaiah 40:31). What a 
beautiful reminder to trust in God’s plan and 
find strength through Him.   Just as eagles soar, 
we teach our students to rise above challenges 
with faith and perseverance.  It is also a privilege 
to share this hope with others!

THANKING OUR VOLUNTEERS - We are 
incredibly grateful for the volunteers and 
supporters who made our Fall Festival a 
success!  Your time, effort, and donations made 

a significant impact, helping raise funds for our 
school. Thank you for making this event a joyful 
and memorable experience for everyone.

CELEBRATING OUR SPORTS TEAMS - Can you 
believe our Fall sports seasons are almost over?   
Kudos to all those students who participated in 
and adults who coached our Cross Country team 
and Girls’ Basketball teams.   The hard work and 
sportsmanship by those in the Trinity community 
is inspiring!

SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS - Our school staff 
recently attended Response to Armed Intruder 
Training, further ensuring we are prepared to 
protect our school community in any emergency. 
While we pray such situations never arise, we are 
committed to learning about ways to keep our 
students and families safe.   Please let Mrs. Hall 
know if you have any questions about this training!

Stacy Hall
Interim Principal of  

Trinity Lutheran School

Cameron Heiliger
Director of Youth and 

Parish Education

Youth NEWS
LOOKING TO JESUS, THE FOUNDER AND PERFECTER OF OUR FAITH -
It’s easy to get bogged down in the details, to focus on the “what-ifs” and “how muches,” to worry and 
wonder about all the things for which you couldn’t prepare... Yet, when we look to Jesus, He reminds 
us NOT to be anxious or worried and invites us to take everything to our Father in prayer. 

Over the coming 8 and a half months, we will have plenty of opportunity to do just that as our group 
of 40 youth and adults (I’m sure that’s a record for us) prepares to experience all God has prepared 
for us at the LCMS National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, LA. It will be easy during that time to 
fret over the details; the funding, the travel, the packing, the heat, etc, etc, etc... And so, we pray! We 
pray that God would; help us to focus on Him alone 
so that we may prepare well, that He would guard 
our hearts and minds so that we can encourage and 
build each other up, that He would keep us safe and 
help us to be physically ready for the heat, humidity, 
and walking, and that He would work in all of us to 
help us look to Jesus who ENDURED the cross so 
that we may ENDURE for eternity. 

As we begin this journey, I would invite you to pray 
along with us! And, if you are able, prayerfully consider 
how you can partner with us financially to help our 
group get to New Orleans in July 2025. Be on the 
lookout for info about our Cat-Griz (or is it Griz-Cat) 
Cash Clash going on throughout November and our 
babysitting day coming up in December. 

Thanks be  

to God!
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September 2024 Finances

Income 143,252

Expenses 203,688

Net Margin -60,436

2024-2025 Finances

YTD - Actual Target

Offerings 196,597 189,407

Total Income 768,582 659,002

Total Expenses 619,942 709,838

Net Margin 148,640 -50,836

Financial  REPORT

LWML NEWS
Meeting on Monday, November 18, at 6:30pm 
Opening Devotion: Kitchen Guild
Program: Cameron Heiliger – Trinity’s Youth Ministry
Meeting Hostesses: Kitchen Guild

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome Becky Bruckner who transferred her membership 
from Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, as well 
as Kathy Davis who transferred her membership from Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Lisle, Illinois. Welcome to Billings and Trinity!

MEMBERS TRANSFERRED
Tim & Katie Hornung (Andrew, Caleb & Isabella) have 
transferred their membership to Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 
Billings.  Wendy Frank & Caleb Romero have transferred their 
membership to Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR UNBORN 
Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for Life will be having a memorial 
service for those who have grieved the loss of an unborn baby. 
So many grieve this type of loss silently, and we want to share the 
grace, peace and love of Jesus together. Please consider joining 
us and supporting our brothers and sisters in Christ on Sunday, 
November 24 at Hope Lutheran Church in Lockwood. We will 
begin with a meal at 5:00pm and the service will start at 6:30pm. 

TOWN HALL MEETING
Please join us on Sunday, November 17, at noon in the fellowship 
hall for a light lunch and town hall meeting.  The focus will be 
to discuss two potential options for facility expansion at Trinity.  
One option includes an addition to the current church building 
that will require removing the existing offices to create a simplified 
two-level structure.  This will significantly improve access to 
our church while updating our offices and providing additional 
fellowship and Bible Study space.  This proposal also includes a 
new elevator and significant updates to our existing restrooms.  
The second option brings our church and school campuses 
together by constructing a new sanctuary, church office complex, 
and church ministry space at our school location.  Please join us 
as we prayerfully consider what option will best position us to 
carry out our mission as we move forward in ministry.  

MAKE A GIFT THROUGH 
YOUR IRA
Did you know that with an IRA Qualified 
Charitable Distribution (QCD), you can 
direct a gift from your IRA to Trinity without 
incurring taxes on the distribution amount? 
Additionally, your QCD doesn’t count toward 
your taxable income, allowing you to support 
ministry even more effectively. You can help 
fund day-to-day ministry through an IRA 
gift to our general fund, or you may want 
to give a special gift as seed money for our 
upcoming Capital Campaign as we consider 
facility expansion. If you would like to learn 
more about this tax-advantageous way to give, 
please consult with your financial advisor or 
IRA administrator to ensure compliance with 
IRS regulations. Please also feel free to contact 
our Director of Operations, Jonathan Boll, for 
additional information or assistance in making 
your gift. Your commitment to the Lord’s 
work at Trinity is deeply appreciated, and we 
are grateful for the way that He continues to 
provide for our needs through His people.

BAPTISM 
Matthew Elias-Cade Hoots, son of Kierra 
Hoots, was born on September 13, 2024, and 
baptized on Sunday, October 20, with Pastor 
Keinath officiating. Welcome to God’s family!
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I know of Christians who do not think they should 
vote as it says, “Do not put your trust in princes.”  Or 
Jesus saying, “My Kingdom is not of this world.”   We 
are citizens of heaven, yes, but let us not forget we are 
citizens of this country as well.  We should serve God 
but also be good citizens in the government God has 
given us. Romans 13 lays out the argument well: “Let 
every person be subject to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those 
that exist have been instituted by God.”

When we vote, it is a way for Christians to love their 
neighbor and often to care for the least of these people.  
While there are no perfect candidates and sometimes 
no good candidates for a position, I doubt there is ever 
a ballot where there is not at least one office or issue that 
a reasonable person could find a purpose for voting.

This election in Montana is a way we can 
show love to our neighbor by helping the 
most vulnerable of all our neighbors.   We can 
help our neighbor who is not regarded by all 
as valuable.  We can help our neighbor who is 
targeted callously by violence. We can help our 
neighbor who is in the womb. Our neighbor 
who is “fearfully and wonderfully made” 
(Psalm 139).  Our neighbor who is the least of 
these (Matthew 18).   We can vote against the 
evil CI-128.  Life is a gift from God.

Please consider voting on at least one issue, if 
not all of them, this coming election.  Love your 
neighbor, be a good citizen, and love God.

God’s Richest Blessings to you all,

Pastor David Mews

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2
German Dinner @ 6pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Turn Clocks Back 1 Hour!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9,  2PM
Caregivers Support Group

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11,  2PM
Veterans Day Assembly at TLS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 8AM
Fall Clean-Up Day at the Church

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, NOON
Town Hall Meeting with Lunch

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, NOON
Wrinkled Righteous Thanksgiving Lunch

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 6:30PM
Young Adult Group @ TYM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 5PM
YVLFL Meal & Memorial Service  

@ Hope (Lockwood)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 10AM
Thanksgiving Day Worship Service

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
Advent Dinner @ 5pm

Advent Worship @ 6:30pm


