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Greetings and blessings to my brothers and sisters in Christ,

What is the farthest distance that you have traveled in a single
day? If you were hiking, a few miles could be covered by foot.
If you were driving for hours, perhaps multiple states could be
passed through. If you were in an airplane, perhaps you could
reach another continent in a single trip.

If you wanted to travel as far away as you possibly could from
where you currently are, you could travel to the other side of
the world. The exact opposite point of the world is called an
Antipode. As the earth has a diameter of 12,400 miles, you
could travel 12,400 miles away at most on the Earth. If you
were to travel to the opposite end of the Earth from Billings,
Montana you would end up South East of Madagascar in the
Indian Ocean. It’s a bit North of what is called the Desolation
Islands. You would need a boat to be in that Ocean but you
would be as far away on this planet as you could get from
Billings, Montana.

Perhaps your imagination is sparked to travel outside this
world. You could somehow get a rocket and blast off into space.
The moon is about 238,900 miles from Earth on average. At
its closest, Mars is about 34,650,000 miles from earth. If you
were to be launched deep into space you would travel off into
the void leaving behind home. Youd get steadily farther and
farther away till the Earth would be lost to sight and still you
would be traveling onward into the darkness.

Yet there is still more distance to go.
Psalm 103 describes God’s steadfast love for us. The whole

Psalm proclaims the wonder of our loving God. A beautiful
description of God’s love is given to us in Psalm 103:11 . ..
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“For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;”

How far is what we see in the sky beyond us? How far are the
stars above? The nearest star to our sun is Proxima Centauri
which is about 4.25 light years away. 4.25 light years is about
27,000,000,000,000 miles away. A distance we could never travel
in the fastest rocket in our lifetime. That is the next closest star;
every other star in the sky is further away. God’s love is greater
than any cosmic distance of the night sky.

He then says in Psalm 103:12.. ..
“as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.”

God removes our sin beyond measure. If we were in space
and sent one object east and one west they would never meet.
They would travel forever further away. God has removed our
transgressions from us beyond all reckoning of men.

No matter how great of a number we can think, God’s love is
greater. No matter how far
we move away, God’s love is
greater. No matter what we
suffer, our God’s love is greater.
How great is God’s love, greater
than we can possibly ponder or
imagine.

God’s Richest
Blessings to you all,

Pastor David Mews
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School NEWS

Stacy Hall
Interim Principal of
Trinity Lutheran School

GREETINGS FROM TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL!
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” -PSALM 119:105

During this season of Epiphany, some Christmas lights may still be shining, and the daylight hours
are slowly growing longer; yet, darkness still lingers. What a wonderful blessing it is that Jesus is the
true light of the world! As the body of Christ, we are called to come together to serve Him and reflect
His light to those around us, no matter the darkness.

It is also a tremendous blessing to disciple the students and families at Trinity Lutheran School. With
the light of Christ guiding our paths, we give thanks for the ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church
and School.

As we prepare for the enrollment window for the 2025-2026 school year, we ask for your prayers.
Please pray for the families considering enrolling their child(ren), and ask that God would provide
the staff with words that are pleasing to Him, showing His love and care, as we engage with families
and decisions are made.

Jouth NEWS

Cameron Heiliger
Director of Youth and
Parish Education

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for
your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed...” -HEBREWS 12:12

As you have probably noticed, I have been spending an abundance of time in the book of Hebrews
this year. Primarily, this has been in preparation for the LCMS Youth Gathering in New Orleans
THIS July (side note, it’s good to FINALLY say, “THIS July”). However, as I have continued to read
and reflect on these 13 chapters of scripture, I am constantly drawn back to the wisdom they share
for so many aspects of my life and ministry. As I write this article on January 16, I am in the midst of
preparing for a different trip - Trinity School’s 8th grade trip to Yellowstone National Park.

To say I am excited and humbled by the opportunity to lead THIS trip this year would be a bit of an
understatement. For starters, I get to accompany a group of 8th graders I have had the privilege to
watch grow into incredible young adults over the last number of years, not simply as their teacher
and youth leader, but also as a fellow parent within the class. To share this experience with my eldest
child, Landon, will be an amazing opportunity! I am humbled to be tasked with the continued
success of this trip as I also reflect on my own experiences as an 8th grader (way back in 1999) and
have the opportunity to share the legacy of the trip with this year’s students and families...

And then, I look back to the book of Hebrews and just a few short verses away from this summer’s
theme verses I find the words above - “make straight paths for your feet” and I am reminded of the
object lesson to be found in cross country skiing - an activity we will do a lot of in Yellowstone... It
is much easier to follow the path prepared in front of you, to keep your skis in the rut of the one who
is leading, than it is to forge out on your own path. It is through the strength of Jesus that we find the
strength to “lift our drooping hands and strengthen our weak knees.” It is through the strength of
Jesus that we find the strength to endure.

This month, I ask that you would join me in praying for our school’s 8th graders and families as we
forge out into the wild seeking the adventures God has prepared for us and focusing on Him to make
straight paths for our feet!



2025-2026
SCHOOL

Opens February 10 for
Preschool through 8th grade

"Where children are
in God's Word and
experience His love
each and every day."

www.trinitybillings.org
406-656-1021
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“Jinancial REPORT

December 2024 Finances

Income 242,707
Expenses 217,031
Net Margin 25,676

2024-2025 Finances

¥YTD - Actual | Target

Offerings 480,104 | 528,541

Total Income 1,451,510 | 1,438,891

Total Expenses 1,345,454 | 1,419,677

Net Margin 106,056 -19,214

Lutheran
Women
in Mission

LWML NEWS

Meeting on Monday, February 17, at 6:30pm
(Executive Board meets at 6:00pm)

Opening Devotion: World Friendship Guild
Program: NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
Meeting Hostesses: World Friendship Guild

BAPTISMS

We celebrated the baptism of Kinsley McCartney on Sunday,
January 19th at the 8am service. She is the daughter of Brooklyn
Baker and Josh McCartney. May God continue to guide and
grow her throughout her faith life journey!

DEATH

Justin Hettinger unexpectedly died on January 9, 2025. His
memorial service was held at Trinity on Wednesday, January 15
with Rev. Daniel Keinath officiating.

NEW MEMBERS

New members were received
and welcomed on January 19th
at the 10:30am service:

Andrew, Mindy, Aiden &

Aria Boll, Isaac Brese,

Becky Bruckner, Kathy Davis,
Gordy Gooselaw, Lydia Kehrwald,
John ¢& Shirley Laird, Mark,
Rietta & Wil Malsom,

Payton Peterson, Edith Schuler,
Gwen Smith, Matt Smith,

and Shirley Strong.

BACK ROW L-R: Mark Malsom, Matt Smith, Shirley Laird, Payton Peterson,

Gordy Gooselaw, Isaac Brese and Becky Bruckner

FRONT ROW L-R: Wil Malsom, Rietta Malsom, Edith Schuler, Gwen Smith,

Lydia Kehrwald, Shirley Strong

Not Pictured: Andrew, Mindy, Aiden & Aria Boll, Kathy Davis, John Laird




Special

Events

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 t——
Staff Recognition for Years of Ministry

Service at 5pm Worship Service T R | N | T Y

MONDAY. FEBRUARY 10 LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
. . 537 Grand Avenue
Pastors’ Circuit Meeting @ TLC Billings, MT 59101
TLS Enrollment Opens for the
2025-26 School Year

Il

MONDAY - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10-14
TLS 8th Graders Trip to
Yellowstone National Park

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
No School @ TLS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Wrinkled Righteous Game Day at 1pm

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for Life
Meeting @ Our Savior

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Young Adults Group @ TLC at 6:30pm

-

TYM

FEBRUARY 2025

21; 6-8 PM - H.S. Yourn @ TYM

22; Noon-2 PM - 51-6 11 Graoe Yourn @ TYM
22; 2:30-4:30 PM - 71u-8m Graoe Yourw @ TYM

23; Noow - Youty Gatuering Group MetTing
26; 6-8 PM - Your Group AT TLS
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TRINITY YOUTH MINISTRY
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