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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
537 GRAND AVENUE                                           BILLINGS, MONTANA 

 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD –  

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

December 24, 2021                         Worship – 2:00, 4:00 & 6:00pm 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Most of us have heard the old carol “O Holy Night,” but sometimes 

we forget that none of us makes this night holy. The Lord makes this 

night holy, and He needs no help from us. What He does ask of us is 

that we listen to the familiar story, that we believe its truth and 

promise, and that we live in reflection of what God has done to save 

us. We cannot make this night holy, but we can keep it holy with 

faith that kneels at the manger, heads bowed in prayer and 

adoration, and voices raised in a joyful song of thanksgiving and 

praise. 
 

An unattended nursery is available for you and your child if needed. 

Please do not leave children alone in the nursery. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

HYMN                    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                        #379 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor:    In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

OPENING RESPONSES 
 

Pastor:    Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People:  the light no darkness can overcome. 

Pastor:    Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People:  and illumine Your Church. 
 

(Moment of silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination) 
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Pastor:    Merciful Father, 

People: We confess that we have sinned against You, and 

against one another. We have done the evil You forbid, 

and have not done the good You desire. We do 

sincerely repent of our sins, and ask Your mercy for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord, to grant us 

forgiveness. Give us the will and desire to amend our 

sinful lives, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we 

come to delight in Your will, and walk in Your ways, to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

SALUTATION  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  Let us pray. O God who makes us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ; grant 

that as we joyfully receive the Word made flesh as our 

Redeemer, we may one day with sure confidence behold the 

Son of Righteousness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

People:   Amen.  
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PROCLAMATION                                         John 1:1–5; Isaiah 40:9  

Pastor:   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 

was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life, 

and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Get you up 

to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up 

your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 

news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 

your God!”  
 

RESPONSE   “O Holy Night”   
Duet by Scott Habener & Jeff Essman     (2:00pm) 

         Solo by Ashley Speed        (4:00pm) 

   “Once in Royal David’s City”    #376         (6:00pm) 
 

FIRST READING   (Mary)                                        Luke 1:26–38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 

Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 

tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 

barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 

to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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RESPONSE     “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”         #356 
 

SECOND READING       (The Infant Jesus)                  Luke 2:1–7 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, 

each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while 

they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

RESPONSE                 “Away in a Manger”                             #364 
 

THIRD READING          (Shepherds)                         Luke 2:8–12 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 

for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all 

the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.”  
 

RESPONSE         “Angels We Have Heard on High”             #368 
 

FOURTH READING      (Angels)                             Luke 2:13–14 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

RESPONSE           “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”              #380 
 

FIFTH READING            (The Shepherds)               Luke 2:15-20 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
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baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known 

the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 

who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

RESPONSE       “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”              #366 
 

SIXTH READING         Isaiah 9:6-7 
     6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of 

the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 

and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

RESPONSE                “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”             #374 

 

SERMON                    “A Savior Is Born”          
 

OFFERING  

OFFERING HYMN:              “Joy to the World”                   #387 

(2:00pm and 6:00pm) 

  “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

                                                Trinity Cathedral Choir       (4:00pm) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                  (Matthew 6:9-13)  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

P:    The almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son + and the 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

C:   Amen! Glory to God in the highest! Peace to His people on 

earth!  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
(Pastor will light the candles of ushers, who will light the candles of 

people sitting by the aisles. They, in turn, light those next to them, 

tipping unlit candles toward lit ones. Lights will be extinguished as 

the candlelight increases.) 
 

While the candles are being lit, we sing-  

HYMN             “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   
1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 
 

3. O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

After the candles are lit, we sing – 
 

HYMN                    “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

 

Extinguish your candles after the hymn and leave the candles (both real 

candles & battery candles) with the ushers as you leave.  Thank you. 

 

 

Please join us tomorrow morning at 10:00am for  

Christmas Day Worship with Communion. 

 

~~~ 
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PREACHING:                                                    Rev. Daniel Keinath 

LITURGIST:                                                     Rev. Dr. Bruce Zagel 

ELDERS:                                                           Arnie Schultz (2pm) 

                                                                           Rob Reeves (4pm) 

       Nathan Thompson (6pm) 

ACOLYTES:                                             Elliot Stricker (2pm) 

  Makenna Hall (4pm) 

   Julius Yeager (6pm) 

ORGANISTS:                            Mr. Ted Kober (2pm) 

                                                          Mr. Nicolas Harding (4pm) 

         Mrs. Mary Stabio (6pm) 

CHOIR:                                               Trinity Cathedral Choir (4pm) 

CHOIR DIRECTOR:                                         Mr. Nicolas Harding 

INSTRUMENTALISTS:      Trinity Occasional Orchestra (4pm) 

DUET:                                 Scott Habener & Jeff Essman (2pm) 

SOLOIST:            Ashley Speed (4pm) 

SOUND:                                               David Jinguji (2pm) 

                                                            Darryl Magnuson (4pm) 

                                                                             Ray Koschel (6pm) 

ALTAR DUTY:                                                    Shared Duty 

 

Knowing Christ and Making Him Known 
 
 

 
 

 
 


