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Knowing Christ and Making Him Known

JUNE 2018

A Message from Your Pastor...
Dear Friends of Trinity,

As the weather has been warming up and the sunlight 
lingering longer in the evening for the last few weeks, it’s 
not uncommon for our youngest daughter Anna (who just 
turned 5 in May) to ask if we can go on a family walk after 
supper. One of the reasons she asks so frequently is because in 
April we took the training-wheels off her bike. Anna knows 
she can’t ride past the driveway by herself, but she also knows 
that if we go on a family walk, she can go farther and ride her 
bike longer. So sometimes we are able to go, and sometimes 
we don’t; it just depends on what’s going on in the family.

I bring up the image of a family walk to highlight what it 
means to be a part of a Synod. Trinity Lutheran Church is 
a member congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod (LCMS). According to the LCMS website (www.lcms.
org), the word, “Synod,” in The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod comes from Greek words that mean “walking 
together.” Though the congregations of our Synod may be 
diverse in their service and what they “look” like, we have 
agreed to “walk together,” knowing that congregations who 
walk and work together, are able to accomplish more than 
individual congregations by themselves. 

This walking together can happen in all sorts of ways, but 
our synod has intentionally established three ways for 
congregations to walk together. First, it happens at the 
Synodical level. The synod includes all the congregations 
around the nation that hold to a shared confession of 
Jesus Christ as taught in Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions. The synod is all the congregations that have 
agreed to walk together according to the doctrine of the LCMS. 
Secondly, the Synod divides all the member congregations 
into districts – typically this is done geographically. There 
are 35 Districts in the synod. So for example, Trinity is a 
member congregation of the LCMS (Synod) and part of the 

Montana District. Finally, these districts are divided into circuits. Again, 
the circuits are typically divided geographically, so that each circuit has 
a handful or so of congregations to work with each other locally. The 
Montana District has 6 circuits, Trinity is part of the Southern Circuit.

I share this because during the second full week of June (11-14), we 
will be hosting the Montana District Convention at our school. District 
Conventions (like Synod Conventions) take place once every 3 years, and 
this year each district will meet in convention. During these conventions 
many things take place. There are worship and Bible Study opportunities, 
the election of District Officers, voting on different resolutions, 
presentations and discussions about challenges and opportunities for 
ministry – for the congregation, district, and synod. It’s at a convention 
that we get to discuss what our walk together will continue to look like. 

If you are curious about what happens at a District Convention, I invite 
you to attend; it doesn’t have to be all day, but maybe a session or two. 
(For a complete schedule, please contact the church office.) I certainly 
invite you to join us for the Opening Worship Service at 7pm here at the 
Church. 

Regardless of your attendance at the District Convention or not, I 
encourage you to pray for our Church. Pray for Trinity as she walks 
together with congregations in our circuit. Pray for our Southern Circuit, 
and the congregations in our District, that God may use us to reach 
people throughout Montana and extended 
areas with His Word. Pray for the LCMS, that 
as a Church body, we may remain faithful to 
God’s Word. Pray for the Christian Church 
around the world, that the Holy Spirit would 
have Christians share and proclaim God’s 
Word; so that through the sharing of the 
Word, faith would be created and we can 
walk together as a family for eternity. 

In Christ,
Pastor Keinath



SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS SUMMER:
• Our school year session of Sunday School will wrap up on June 3 with an end-of-the-school-year celebration at TYM 

Square during Sunday School/Bible Study hour! Parents and kids are all invited to celebrate the beginning of summer! 

• Summer Sunday School will begin on Sunday, June 10. ALL Sunday School-aged children will meet at TYM Square 
throughout the summer. Younger kids can meet outside of the office at 9:25 to walk to TYM Square with an adult or 
youth volunteer. This summer our Sunday School program is titled “Delivered: God’s Gifts of Grace.” Throughout the 12 
weeks of summer, we will focus on God’s gifts to us - His Word, Forgiveness, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. Volunteers 
are needed throughout the summer to help lead small group discussions with the different age groups! Please contact 
Cameron Heiliger if you are willing to help, or have any questions! 

CONGRATULATIONS  
CLASS OF 2018!! 
God’s Blessings! We can’t wait to see how God will continue 
to use you for His purposes! Mark your calendar for Friday, 
August 10, for our End-of-the-Summer Sending Party; that’s 
not the official name, but it’s no longer the “Hello/Goodbye” 
party, so, new name to be determined - also TBD - official 
time and location. 

WELCOME TO FIRE!! 
Congratulations to the 8th grade class of 2018, and welcome 
to High School! Join us for your FIRST OFFICIAL FIRE 
event on FRIDAY, JUNE 8, from 6:00-9:00 PM at Diamond 
Paintball!! 

School and YOUTH NEWS
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM,  
(S.A.P.) REQUEST
Greetings to summer!  The enrollment process is up and running.  We are seeing a lot of requests 
for financial help.  We are blessed to have a program where people can apply and receive some 
help so that their children can receive a Christ-centered education.  This fund is totally supported 
through donations.  Some families are blessed where they can bless us with donations.  It is that 
time of year when I ask our families to prayerfully consider if they can bless other families 
through their financial support.  Thank you for considering this opportunity.       

– Richard Thomas,  
   Principal of  Trinity Lutheran School

VBS IS JUNE 18-22 
AT TRINITY SCHOOL:
Go to trinitybillings.org or https://vbspro.events/p/
events/tlcvbs2018 to register a student or sign up to 
volunteer! More information about volunteering and 
items to donate on the Narthex Bulletin board. 



SUMMER     
FUN! 

                                               Join us for these  
        upcoming events! 
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April Financials
Income 174,385

Expenses 146,148

Net Margin 28,237

2017-2018 Financials

Actual Target

Offerings 774,533 782,393

Total Income 1,492,214 1,512,945

Total Expenses 1,416,121 1,511,278

Net Margin 76,093 1,667

Expansion Project Contributions
April 2018 Gifts          5,347

July 2017 – April 2018 Gifts        50,998

Financial  REPORT

ADDRESS & PHONE CHANGES
Patrick & Amanda Hertz
2834 Radius Circle
Billings, MT  59102

John King
(406) 413-5077

MEMBERSHIP LOSSES
Released: Larry & Kaleb Suek

FUNERALS/MEMORIALS
Jeannine Larson (Date of Death 4/25/18)

RIDE & WORSHIP 

Shine up those bikes and come ride & worship with the lay 
ministers. On Sunday, July 8th, come along and take a ride to 
Big Timber and worship with us at Emmaus Lutheran Church. 
Service begins at 8:30 am. We will meet at TYM square around 
6:30 am for coffee and donuts and a quick talk about group 
riding by our fearless leader, Brent Carstens. We will leave at 
7:00 am promptly, so don’t be late.

Let us know if you would like go for a ride & worship by 
contacting Brent Carstens at 406-671-8782 or Neal Wagenman 
at 406-861-3640.  Let the good times ROLL!   

LWML MEETING
Wednesday, June 18 at 6:30 pm
Program:  “A Man Called Martin”, 
Part 3, T﻿he Mission, Session 3



537 Grand Avenue
Billings, MT  59101

Special
Events

Knowing Christ and Making Him Known

FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 6:00 PM
Trinity School Graduation at TLC

SUNDAY, JUNE 3, NOON
Voters’ Meeting

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 7:00 PM
Josh Snodgrass Concert 

JUNE 11-14
Montana District Convention at TLS

FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 6:30 PM
Hawaiian Open Dinner and Golf at Par 3

JUNE 18-22, 9:00-11:30 AM
Vacation Bible School at Trinity School

SUNDAY, JUNE 24
New Member Reception @ 9:30am

Trinity Blast & BBQ @ 2pm

A Word on Witnessing
The Board of Evangelism wants to help you with your opportunities to share your 
faith to the TWO you’ve been praying for by offering a few reminders and sharing 
tips when God moves you to speak to another person about Him:

1) It’s not about us – it’s about the Holy Spirit. Many times we don’t say anything 
to someone because our fear of what to say makes it about ourselves rather 
than trusting the Holy Spirit to guide our words. 

Tip 1: A silent prayer before speaking reminds you Who is in control!

2) It is about building a relationship – not about giving a lecture. A person who is 
seeking their purpose and wanting to know more about the Triune God does 
not want to hear the legalistic reasons of why they should go to church; they 
want to know what impact your relationship with God has had in your life. 

Tip 2: Focus the conversation on relationship and not on requirements.


